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What is 
a tenacious woman? 

by: Barrilee 'Gispert ' Bannister 

#11309597 

Coffee Creek Correctional Facility 

PO Box 9000 

Wilsomille, OR 97070 

A tenacious woman possesses the will to make no compromise 
with wrong. She cannot be bought off to remain silent whm 
faced with injustices. She does not hesitate to take chances, 
and she is not ashamed or afraid to stand up for the truth when 
it is unpopular. She does not lose her individuality in a crowd 
of faces, and she never quits because others disagree with her. 
She knows that her choices in life obligate no one but her, and 
she learns from her mistakes. She grows by her own efforts to 
succeed, and she is proud to stand alone knowing that she is a 
woman. 

Are you a tenacious woman? 

Tolerating injustice is an invitation to be enslaved. 

Faith is holding on to the truth in a world of deception. 

Success is never the problem; it's what one succeeds at that 

can be a problem. 

Progress is to be encouraged and respected, even if it is slow. 

The more aware you are, the less you can be brainwashed. 

Dedication and choice destroys obstacles. 



Tenacious is looking for articles, poetry and art from 
women in prison. We associated with Tenacious strongly 
believe that everyone has a story to tell, something to share 
and are in need of someone who will listen and offer some 
kind of support and/or understanding. It is important to us 
that women (in and out of prison) find the power of their 
voice. We encourage women to share with us and others in 
the hopes of educating those in society and to empower 
other women to take a stand for their rights and the rights 
of others. Use the power of your voice in a positive way — 
to educate. 

Subjects we are looking for include: 

> Prison programs Chow they do or 4on't work) 

> Mothers educating their children while on the inside 

> Holding prison officials accountable (or their actions or 
inactions 

> Observations and applications oty prison life 

> Women prisoners uniting to make a difference 

> Informing society about prison issues 

> What it is to be a woman in today's society or in prison 

> Sexual discrimination or sexual preference discrimination 
in your prison 

> Medical breakthroughs or neglect 

> HIV, Hepatitis C and other diseases common in prison 

> Helping your fellow prisoners 

> Literacy and education 

> Your job Cor lack of a job) 

> Sorry, we do not publish women's individual cases, 
charges or court experiences. We also cannot act as 
liaisons between those in different facilities. 



cover art by Kristen "Hoopa" Marshall, #14280392 
PO Box 9000, Wilsonville, OR 97070 



Send submissions to: 
V. Law, PO Box 20388 
New York, NY 10009 






fftfog 




Writing is a way to pass time, to 
escape the confines of prison, and 
the debilitating ailments of 
prison life. If I can write about 
what happens in my world, and 
about what I am surrounded by on a 
daily basis, I can in some way put 
on my boxing gloves and enter the 
rink; and in many ways, fight and 
win. Writing helps to lift the 
reluctance to attack the 
corruption, deception, disorder, 
intimidation, oppression and 
violence that not only plagues the 
prison system, but also many 
aspects of this world and inside 
my mind. It is a way to free 
myself, and share with others my 
thoughts, opinions, ideas, like 
-:i rid (1 : s 1 i kes . Writ: ng , to me, i S 
freedom. 

Barrilee Bannister #11309597 




COFFEE CREEK 

CORRECTIONAL 

FACILITY: 

A Real Shit Hole 



On August 13, 2003 at 3pm, Coffee Creek Correctional 
Facility's EVAC (plumbing system) went down. All plumbing 
was turned off in all the cells and the units throughout the entire 
facility. 

Inmates were told about this approximately an hour after the 
fact. Several cells, therefore, had feces and urine in the toilets. 
Within one and a half hours, the smell was horrific. Myself, as 
well as other inmates, asked the prison officials to bring in wet 
racks so we could remove what had accumulated in the toilets 
prior to our being told that the plumbing system wasn't working, 
Prison officials refused to do this simple task even though there 
were several wet racks in the maintenance department. 

At the 10pm cell in for the evening, inmates requested to 
use the out houses that the prison officials had brought into the 
recreation yards at approximately 8:30pm. The prison officials 
denied this request as well. 

At 10:50 count cleared, and all the inmates on G Unit started 
banging on their cell doors, demanding to use the toilets. 

By this point, our toilets were overflowing with blood, urine, 
and feces. A putrid odor spread throughout the facility, leading 
to headaches and vomiting among several inmates. 

Later, at 1 1:26pm, prison officials decided to take one cell 
(two inmates) at a time to use the out houses. Note: this was 
only after the majority of inmates started causing a ruckus by 
banging on their cell doors and yelling. 

The next morning it was clear that more inmates were 
becoming ill due to the stench. Myself, inmates Christine Foos, 
and several others began to make phone calls on our pre-paid 
debit calling cards and collect calls to several news 
organizations (channel 2 and channel 8), as well as the ACLU in 
Eugene, OR, 

As of noon, the toilets to the cells were filled to their brims. 
There was urine, feces, biood, and vomit. There was still no 
running water, and bathroom breaks to be let outside and use 
the out houses were only permitted every three and a half to 
four hours. Several inmates requested that the unit doors to the 



yards be left open during count time so that fresh air could 
circulate through the units. This also was denied. We were 
then told that it would probably take another two days or so for 
the problem to be fixed. 

One high ranking prison official was reported to have 
remarked that us inmates should just riot. 



...As the temperature rises, so does the stench from the filled 
up toilets in our cells. 



Inmates' Eighth Amendment Constitutional rights continue 
to be violated here. 

All in all- it's just another couple days at Coffee Creek 
Correctional Facility- A Real Shit Hole. 



Barnlee Bannister 

#11309597 

Coffee Creek Correctional Facility 

PO Box 9000 

Wilsonviile, OR 97070 



RL150URCE.5 f OR WOMLN IN PRISON 

OFF OUR BACKS 

2337B 1 8th St. NW 

Washington DC 20009 

A radical feminist newsjournal free to women in prison. 

LARRY-BOB 

Box 590488 

San Francisco, CA 94 1 59 

Offers pen-pal ads in his zine free of charge to "LGBT and 

other prisoners" 

SINISTER WISDOM 

P.O. Box 3252 

Berkeley CA 94703 

SW publishes work by lesbians only- prose, poetry, essays, 

graphics, and book reviews. Free to women in prison. 

HEPATITIS C AWARENESS PROJECT 

P.O. Box 4 1803 

Eugene OR 97404 

Offers free hepatitis C information packets and also hepatitis 

C newsletter called HEP A TITIS C A WA REN ESS NEWS 

Contact Referral Center, INC 
PO Box 81826 

Lincoln, NE 68501 

Publishes a sunuval source book to help prisoners with post 

release survival including finding a job and a place to live. 



Nat'l Clearinghouse in Defense of Battered Women 
125 S 9 th St Suite 302 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Information, referrals, & legal assistance for battered women. 

Does a lot of work with prisoners. Free newsletter. 



What is needed is a mandate for change. Change in our 
sentencing laws that adopt purely punitive sentencing for 
crime and change in policies and priorities to provide more 
support for women and children. If the money can be found to 
build new prisons (approximately $150-200,000 per bed), why 
not redirect this money for programs? 

It ts time, as incarcerated women, that we think about the 
following questions: 

1 - Did the increase in women's incarceration parallel an 
increase in female crime, or does it result from a 
change in sentencing guidelines? 

2- Are prison sentences always needed for women, or 
would community placements in many cases be more 
appropriate? 

3- Where are the programs needed for women who must 
support themselves or their children upon release? 

4- Will litigation benefit or endanger the existing 
programs that are available now for women? 

5- Does an entirely new philosophy to help incarcerated 
women need to be developed and implemented? 



Midge DeLuea 
405396 

SBU/000471537A 
EMCW/ A. Cottage 
PO Box 4004 
Clinton, NJ 08809 
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